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Glendale



Peoria



Avondale & Phoenix



+ 2 Parry Penstemon (Penstemon 
parryi), 3 Wolfberry (Lycium 
andersonii), 1 Hackberry (Celtis 
pallida), 1 Chuparosa (Justicia 
californica), 2 Brittlebush (Encelia 
farinosa), 2 Pink Perezia 
(Acourtia wrightii)

+ Brittlebush (Encelia farinosa var 
phenicodonta) and Superstition 
Mallow (Abutilon palmeri) seeds

SAS Horseshoe Ranch Picnic



TOTAL: 207

Totals



Totals NOTE: Not including the 9 packets of seeds that 
were a mixture of various native species



Special thanks to DBG Great Milkweed Grow Out 
Initiative, Maricopa Native Seed Library, Linden Tree 

Nursery, and Rio Reimagined!



What is a native plant?



 
 

Why Should We Use Native 
Plants?



Pollinators and Seed-dispersers’ Numbers are Declining

+ Western Monarch population is down by 99.9% 
since the 1980s

+ Three billion fewer birds in North America 
compared to the 1970s

+ 389 species of birds are in danger of extinction

+ 1200 food crops and 85% of flowering plants 
worldwide rely on pollinators



How Do I Know 
Which Native 
Plants to Use?

+ Audubon Native Plant Database
+ http://audubon.org/native-plants

+ Maricopa Native Seed Library Plant Database
+ https://libguides.maricopa.edu/c.php?g=1050130&

p=7622615
+ Arizona Native Plant Society Plant List

+ https://aznps.com/the-plant-list/

http://audubon.org/native-plants
https://libguides.maricopa.edu/c.php?g=1050130&p=7622615
https://libguides.maricopa.edu/c.php?g=1050130&p=7622615
https://aznps.com/the-plant-list/












What Pollinates What?















 
 

Benefits of Native 
Plants to People

Photo Credit: Bob McCormick



Where Do I Get 
Native Plants?

+ Maricopa Native Seed Library

+ SummerWinds Nurseries

+ The Desert Botanical Garden

+ The Arizona Native Plant Society







Native Plants 
Often At Nurseries

Shrubs

• Chuparosa 
(Californica 
justicia)

• Pink Fairy 
Duster 
(Calliandra 
eriophylla)

• Brittlebush 
(Encelia 
farinosa)

• Globe Mallow 
(Sphaeralcea 
ambigua)

• Angelita Daisy 
(Tetraneuris 
acaulis)

• Prickly Pear 
species (Optunia 
engelmannii, 
Optunia 
santa-rita)

• Wolfberry 
species (Lycium 
andersonii)

Trees

• Palo Verde 
species 
(Cercidium 
floridium)

• Mesquite 
species 
(Prosopsis 
velutina, 
Propsopsis 
glandulosa)

• Ironwood 
(Olneya tesota)

• Desert Willow 
(Chilopsis 
linearis)

Herbs

• Penstemon 
species 
(Penstemon 
eatonii, 
Penstemon 
parryi)

• Milkweed 
species 
(Asclepias 
angustifolia, 
Asclepias 
subulata)

• Desert Marigold 
(Baileya 
multiradiata)

• Chocolate 
Flower 
(Berlandiera 
lyrata)



Blooms in the winter and spring.
Red Chuparosa tubular flowers

Hummingbird attractant - 
flowers have a cucumber flavor 

– salads?
Semi-succulent leaves

Chuparosa



Brittlebush

Beautiful winter and spring bloomer.
Bees love the bright yellow flowers!

Birds love to eat the seeds when they drop 
and are able to eat insects on the flowers.



Anderson’s Wolfberry 
and Desert Hackberry

Wolfberry blooms for most of the year.
Hackberry blooms in the spring.

Hackberry and wolfberry fruit attracts birds who disperse the 
seeds which is a form of symbiosis, where both species benefit 

from an ecological relationship.
Birds are also able to eat insects that are attracted to the plants.

tubular lavender 
flowers



 
 

What if I Live in an 
Apartment?



Plant Care: 
Potting and Soil

+ Clay vs plastic pots
+ Clay pots leech moisture from soil
+ Plastic pots retain moisture in the soil

+ In most cases, use cactus soil mix
+ Potting soil - 3
+ Coarse sand - 2
+ Perlite/pumice - 1



Plant Care: Sunlight, 
Water, and Location



Invasive Plants



 
 

Contact 
Information
Kaylee Delcid  

Plants for Birds Coordinator 

Sonoran Audubon Society

kaylee.delcid@gmail.com

Jim Consolloy  
Botanical Expertise
Sonoran Audubon Society
jconsolloy@gmail.com



Questions?

Visit sonoranaudubon.org to view this 
powerpoint presentation and learn more


