
Includes bonus Pelecanidae Family Album

Tom Locascio 1/26/2026      Features educational only eBird materials

Easy guide to Arlington Valley Birding



Arlington Valley Birding Guide Proto 2

This is an overview of the area covered for suggested                                                           

birding adventures. Each area will be covered on one                                                               

or more of the following pages. 

The Areas:

The end of Old Highway 80    

Lower River Road Ponds

Arlington Wildlife Area

Gillespie Dam and Bridge         Optional Thrasher Spot Map Below
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Go on I10 West and take the S. Palo Verde Rd. exit which 

is the first exit after Hwy 85. Go South past the Airport for 

about 4 to 5 miles Making a left at Baseline Rd. then a 

very quick right turn to get back on S. Palo Verde Rd. 

Continue to Old Highway 80. Birding is very good along 

the farms. Light traffic, lots of sparrows.                                        

Go Left on Highway 80 when you get to the town of                 

Palo Verde. Now see page 2 



A bit more detail on 

the next page



Stop on the small 

bridge crossing 

the canal. My 

personal Hot Spot

Hwy 

80 

ends 

here
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Check the fields for Cattle Egrets



After exploring the end of Highway 

80, reverse course and go West 

back to S. Palo Verde Rd., go right 

and take it to Lower River Road and 

make a Left. Check out the famous 

ponds that appear on the left of the 

Lower River Road. Then follow 

around the curve until you get to 

Old Highway 80. Go right and go to 

Next map after photos.

Lower River Road Ponds, Maricopa, 

Arizona, United States - eBird 

Hotspot
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https://ebird.org/hotspot/L361018
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L361018
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L361018
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L361018
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L361018








An alternate route in case you miss Arlington School Rd, is to 

turn left AJ’s Co-op Grill onto Desert Rose Rd. At Arlington 

school road go right. This is a dirt road and can be unpassable 

by car when muddy. There is a small unpaved parking area 

just before the most likely unmarked entrance to the Wildlife 

Area. Construction was going on there on past visit, so 

conditions are unknown. See the Green Tree on the right of 

this text block? That is the Arlington Wildlife area logo(?)

Don’t forget to constantly scan for birds. You may see Sandhill 

Cranes or long Billed Curlews here or on any farm you pass.

Arlington Wildlife Area, Maricopa, Arizona, United 

States - eBird Hotspot

To see the Cranes, go South on Old Hwy 80 and make 

a left at S. Arlington School Rd. After crossing onto 

Desert Rose Rd. follow the now dirt road to the Wildlife 

area parking lot on your left. See map on following 

page for more possible Crane locations.

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280700
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280700
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280700
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280700


Go South on Old 

U.S. 80 and make a 

left at S. Arlington 

School Rd. After 

crossing Desert 

Rose Rd. follow the  

dirt road to the 

Wildlife area. The 

parking lot is on 

your left.  We saw  

Sandhill Cranes in 

the fields on the 

right. Lifting our 

binoculars 

spooked them and 

they flew south 

and landed in the 

fields on the left 

side of S. Arlington 

school rd. closer to 

the Wildlife Area 

and were seen 

foraging with Great 

Egrets. 
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Arlington Wildlife Area. 



The Cranes 

could be 

foraging in any 

of the fields in 

the area as seen 

on the left 

overhead.

A closer look at 

the Wildlife Area 

is on the right. 

This is a 

wonderful spot 

in the early 

morning to 

hone your Rail, 

Sora, Gallinule, 

and coot call 

recognition 

skills.

Perhaps you 

can even say 

you saw a Sora.





Return to Old 80 and go left (South) until 

you get to the Historic Gillespie Dam 

Bridge. Park in the parking lot at the end 

of the bridge and cross Old Hwy 80 to 

bird the areas around the broken Dam. 

Pelicans, (in season) Cormorants, and 

waders in good numbers. I also had my 

closest look at a Canyon Wren here.

 

Gillespie Dam, Maricopa, Arizona, United 

States - eBird Hotspot

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280701
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280701
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280701
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L280701




Bonus Pelecanidae Family Album

Above: American White Pelicans at the Gillespie Dam

The following pages are from a presentation I gave at Estrella Regional Park on January 10th, 2026 
Original content and materials sourced from eBird’s Birds of the World for educational purposes



USGS.gov | Science for a changing world

https://www.usgs.gov/


Brown Pelican



ORDER

Pelecaniformes

FAMILY

Pelecanidae

GENUS

Pelecanus

https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/peleca1/cur/introduction
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/peleca1/cur/species#genusPelecanus


What birds are in the 
Pelecaniformes Order?

Pelecaniformes birds 
are medium to large 
aquatic birds with 
totipalmate feet (all four 
toes joined by web). 
Some have distensible 
gular sac located 
between the branches 
of the lower mandible.





Now meet the other seven members of the Pelecanus Genus









Though closely related, 
the Peruvian Pelican is 
almost twice as large as 
its northern congener, 
the Brown Pelican.                  
Has a7 ½ foot wingspan 



Besides Carp, may eat 

reptiles, amphibians, and 

probably even small dogs.

Occasionally kleptoparasitic. 

Feeds in groups up to 1900. 

Wingspan is 8 ½ feet.

Clutch 1–4 eggs, average 2





Wingspan 9 ½ feet                    

Sexes similar in plumage, 

female averaging smaller.

Breeds in trees, often along 

waterfront.





This magnificent 

specimen has a 

wingspan of 11 ½ feet



One last Sandhill Crane and  

Pelecaniformes member photo

Please Exit through 

Gift Shop
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