
Arrowhead Ponds & T-Bird Park

Tuesday, November 29, 2022

Leader: Dan Bohlmann

This is a trip to several ponds and lakes of the Arrowhead community of

the Northwest Valley. We will meet at the bridge on Melinda Drive

which is the last light before 59th Avenue begins to curve into

Thunderbird Park. Turn right on Melinda and go several blocks to the

east to the bridge which has lakes on both sides. Usually there are

always Black-crowned Night Herons in the trees on the north side of the

bridge, various types of ducks, Snowy Egrets, Green Herons, Great Blue

Herons and a long time resident Black Phoebe. The usual neighborhood

birds are there also - Mockingbirds, Abert's Towhees, House Finches,

etc. Then we will move on to the Bird Blind at 59th and Melinda. For

years a flock of 200 to 300 Common Mergansers came to this lake every

year. On the last visit 2 years ago they let us down and didn't show up.

So here's hoping they will this year. Usually there are a good variety of

other ducks such as Ruddys, Gadwalls, Wigeons, Shovelers, Ring-necks,

Scaups and Teals. The Paloverde trees at the Blind always seem to be

active with Warblers, Verdins and Anna's and Costa's Hummingbirds.

We will then head over to Thunderbird Park to see if we can pick up

some typical desert birds like the Cardinal, Curve-billed Thrasher, Cactus

Wren, Loggerhead Shrike, Gnatcatcher and Black-throated Sparrow.

Then we will head for the really large lakes on the west side of 67th ave.

On the way we will pass the stream that runs between lakes and was

the location where we found several rare ducks several years ago - an



Eurasion Wigeon and a Hooded Merganser. The large lakes gives us a

chance to see any of the ducks that we have not seen as yet. There

usually are Great Egrets and a few shore birds and even Ring-billed Sea

Gulls.

This will be a trip that will last until around noon. We will meet at the

bridge on Melinda at 8:00am. Be sure to email or call me if you are

planning on coming.

Dan Bohlmann

dansbohlmann@prodigy.net

(602) 938-8244


