
Desert Botanical Garden Field Trip Report 

December 10, 2019 

TWAS the day before last when all through the garden, not a creature was stirring, not even a martin.  

When what to our wondering eyes should appear, but two Red-tailed Hawks, along  Papago’s rear.  The 

trail was quite active, with Saguaros for nesting, the C-Wrens were yelling and Gilas were resting.  Six 

birders in tow, and one who joined in, we circled the Mesquite and I looked for my pen.  There in the 

middle, was a group of Lovebirds, that squawked and danced adding more to this riddle.  

From the bottom of the Bosque to the top of the terrace, we followed the songs with many new voices, 

it kept us all going with quick stepping paces.  We finally settled down at the base of the bajada, for a 

tasty burrito and cup of lemonada. 

As the day was like summer, we bask in the sun watching MoDo’s and Quail and occasional Hummer.  

Out of nowhere crept a hungry Roadrunner, not at all a bit shy and a welcome newcomer.   

At last we departed, to our waiting vehicles and off we all flew, like the down on star thistles.  

Highlights: So, seeing plants and birds in the Fall hopefully made a good time for ALL. The garden was at 

it best with many plants already going to seed.  Birds became much more active after 10 a.m.  I was a 

great savings too;  on the second Tuesday of each month the garden celebrates Community Day and 

admission is free. 

Participants:  Dorothy Hansen, Dave Glaeseman, Ruth Kennedy, Erv Johnson, Vera Markham and Jim 

Consolloy, leader. 

Species:  Red-tailed Hawk, Accipiter (sp), D.C Cormorant (flyover), Greater Roadrunner, Gambel’s Quail, 

Morning Dove, Northern Flicker, Gila W.P., Ladderback W.P. (H), European Starling, House Sparrow, 

White-crowned Sparrow, Black-throated Sparrow, House Finch, Cactus Wren, Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher, 

Black-tailed Gnatcatcher, Lesser Goldfinch, Curve-billed Thrasher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Mockingbird, 

Great-tailed Grackle, Rock Pigeon, Verdin. 

 


